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SOME DAKOTA MYTHS. II. 

6. THE WOMAN WITH A BEAR LOVER. 

Once there was a man who lived alone with his three children and 
his young wife. One day, when the man returned from deer hunting, 
he found the children cooking bear's flesh. The next day, when he re- 
turned, he found them again cooking bear. Then he thought to him- 
self, " I wonder how they kill these bears. The next time I shall watch." 
So the next day he made ready as if to go deer hunting, but as soon as 
he got into the brush he concealed himself and waited. 

In a little while he saw his young wife come out of the tipi with an 
axe on her back and walk toward the woods. As she went along, she 
struck the trees with her axe until she came to one that sounded hol- 
low. When she struck on this a bear came out of the top, sprang to the 
ground, and after caressing the woman had sexual relations with her. 
Then the woman arose from the ground and killed him with the axe. 

After the man saw what had happened, he went on with his hunting. 
When he returned he found his children cooking bear as before. He 
told the children not to eat any of the meat. His purpose was to make 
the woman eat all of it. Then he told his wife to eat. At last she said, 
"I have enough now." The man did not listen to her but took up the 
meat and forced it all down her throat until she died. 

Then the man said, "Now children, you are to go back to your 
father [the bear]. " He gave them the skin of an oriole and a whetstone. 
Then he sent them out to look for their father. " Go home," he said ; 
"you do not belong here." 

So the children started on their way. While they were going they 
heard a little thing coming after them. They looked around and saw 
their mother's head rolling along. "Where are you going?" said the 
head to the children. 

The children were afraid and made no reply, but went on as fast as 
they could. They cried when the head was about to overtake them. 
One of the children threw down the whetstone, and it turned into a 
very high mountain. This mountain separated the children from their 
mother's head. When the head came to the foot of the mountain, a 
snake came along and the head said to it, "Grandfather, make a hole 
through this mountain for me. If you will make a hole through this 
mountain for me I will give you some scrapings from a buffalo-hide." 
So the snake bored a hole through the mountain. When the head had 
rolled through to the other side, it turned upon the snake and said, 
"No, I will not give you anything." Then the head took the snake and 
pulled it in two. Then the head went on in pursuit of the children, who 
were very tired. At last they went up into a tree to rest. The head came 
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to the foot of the tree, looked up and saw the children at the top. The 
head called to them, "My children, I have very hard times ; come down 
and go home with me." The children did not come down. The head 
waited a while at the foot of the tree, and then said angrily, "If you 
do not come down I will punish you. I will crush you, I will pound you 
up fine." Then the head began to shake the tree, and when the tree 
began to tremble a voice from above said to the children, "Take the 
bird's nest you see near you and sit on it." Just as the children got 
into the nest, the tree began to fall, but the wind carried the nest far off. 
At last the nest came to the ground, and the children got out and 
hurried on their way. Finally they came to a very large river. They 
looked back and saw the head still following them. Out in the river 
they saw something black moving along. When the head saw the chil- 
dren, it called out, "Now, I shall get you. You will drown." 

The black object in the water was a boat with a man in it. When 
the man saw the children on the shore and the head pursuing, he called 
out to them, " My children, come here. I will kill your mother." 

The children sprang into the water and swam to the boat. When 
they neared it, the man put out his oar and raised the children into the 
boat one after the other. The head rolled into the water and swam 
toward the boat also. The head said to the man, " Take me, too." So 
the man put out his oar, and the head rolled up on it, but instead of 
lifting the head into the boat, the man swung the oar with all his might, 
and the head fell far out into the stream. Then he rowed out to where 
the head was floating and beat it under with his oar. 

7. THE YOUNGER BROTHER. 

Once a man lived with his two wives and brother. One day the 
brother went out to hunt, and as he was coming back he shot an owl, 
which he brought home with him. As he was coming up towards the 
brother's tipi, his sister-in-law met him and asked for the owl. The 
brother refused to give it to her. Then she cried. She took a sharp 
stone, scratched her face and thighs, and came before her husband in 
that condition. She related that her brother-in-law had inflicted these 
wounds trying to lie with her. This made her husband very angry. So 
he sent for a friend, and directed him to take his brother out to an 
island and leave him there. The friend did this, and when he returned 
received the woman who caused the trouble for his wife. 

The brother lived alone on the island. He could find nothing to eat 
but rose berries. He soon ate all of these, but was still very hungry. 
One day, while he was sleeping, he heard a noise near him, and, looking 
down, saw three wild turnips pushing up from the ground. He took 
these and they supplied him with food for several days. But at last 
they were eaten, and he became very hungry again. One day, while 
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he was sleeping, he heard a noise, and, looking around, saw a small 
animal. He caught this animal, took out his paint bag, and painted 
him, praying to him for some kind of power to get to the mainland. 
Then he released the animal. It at once plunged into the lake, disap- 
peared under the water, and presently there arose in its place a very 
large animal with large horns. This monster addressed the brother, 
directed him to climb upon his back and take hold of his horns. "Now," 
said the monster, "I shall take you to the shore, but you must watch 
the sky, and if you see a cloud you must tell me." So they started 
out, the man holding the monster's horns. When they were near the 
shore, the brother saw a cloud. Now the brother was afraid that if he 
told the monster about the cloud, the monster would dive into the water 
and he would be drowned. So he kept still and said nothing about the 
cloud. Just as they reached the shore, and the brother sprang off on 
dry land, the thunder came down from the cloud and killed the monster. 

As the brother walked on he heard some women cry. They said, 
"Our grandfather is killed! Our grandfather is killed!" Looking 
around, the brother finally made out that the noise came from a buffalo 
skull lying on the ground. Looking inside, he saw a great many mice. 
"What are you doing in here?" he said. Then he took them out and 
killed all of them. 

Then the brother went on his way, and presently came to a lodge 
where an old woman lived. As soon as the old woman saw him she 
cried out, "Oh! my son, my lost son! " She called the young man in- 
side and cooked some meat for him. Now the brother was very sleepy, 
but was suspicious of the woman, so he lay quietly and watched. After 
a while the woman took some paint and began to rub it on one of her 
legs. As she did so, the leg became exceedingly large. This was the 
way the old woman killed people. While she was doing this, the brother 
sprang upon her and stabbed her with a crane's bill which he always 
carried with him. The old woman screamed, and the brother sprang out 
of the lodge as quickly as possible. Presently he came back, and, peeping 
in, saw the body of the old woman lying in the fire. Then he gathered 
together much wood and threw into the fire. In this way he burned up, 
not only the body of the old woman, but the entire lodge. If he had not 
done this, women would still have the power to increase the size and 
the strength of their legs to such an extent that they could kill men 
with them 

After this he went on his journey and came to another lodge. Look- 
ing in, he saw a woman. When she saw him, she invited him to come 
in, and began to cook some meat for him. As he sat watching her, he 
saw that she had a hole in the top of her head. As she cooked she took 
out some of her brains and mixed them with the meat in the pot. Now 
the brother called up his friend the gopher. This was the animal that 
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helped him to get away from the island. The brother directed the gopher 
to watch the woman at her cooking, and if the food was dangerous to 
gnaw a hole in the bottom of the pot, so that the soup might run down 
into the ground. Then the brother laid down as if to sleep. The gopher 
gnawed a hole in the bottom of the pot so that the food all ran down into 
his hole in the ground. Then the brother pretended to eat from the pot. 
Then he lay down on his bed as if in deep sleep. This is the way this 
woman killed people. She mixed poisonous soup for them, and after 
they had eaten they became unconscious and died. Now the brother 
watched the woman, and when she lay down to sleep he arose, and tak- 
ing a hot stone from the fire, dropped it into the hole in her head. The 
woman sprang up, the hot stone sputtered and sizzled. The woman 
reeled, screamed, and fell down dead. Then the brother threw the body 
into the fire and burned it up, together with all her belongings. If he 
had not done this, women would still mix the poison of their brains 
with the food they cook. 

As the brother went on again he came to another lodge. An old wo- 
man was looking out, and he heard her say, "There comes a man." A 
voice from the inside said, "I have seen such a thing before." The old 
woman invited him to enter. Fine food was set before him. There were 
two beautiful girls there. Each had a bed on opposite sides of the lodge. 
When night came each invited the brother to bed. As he did not move, 
the girls fell to disputing as to which he would choose. At last the bro- 
ther settled the argument by going to one of the beds. Now these girls 
had teeth in the vagina, and when they were in erethism the teeth could 
be heard grating upon each other. The brother heard the noise. He 
took his crane's bill, thrust it into the vagina and upward, killing the 
girl. Then he went over to the other bed and did the same. Soon he went 
on his way. If he had not done this to these girls, all women would be 
dangerous to their lovers. 

Then he continued his journey, and presently saw a cloud on the top 
of a hill. As he came on, he turned about and saw many animals follow- 
ing him. They were of all kinds, and he was afraid. Then he saw there 
was a woman with them. He threw away his clothes, painted his body 
with mud, and, taking a cane, walked along bent over like an old per- 
son. Then the woman called all the animals back saying, "You must 
not hurt such an old man." Then the woman spoke to the brother and 
told him that he would find some old weak animals in the rear that 
would serve him as food. When the man went to look for them, he found 
nothing but skunks, porcupines, and badgers. He killed some of them, 
however, and ate them. This is the way that people came to eat the 
flesh of animals. 

As he went on he came to another lodge. He saw a poor woman 
going out for water. When he came up to her, he saw that she was his 
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sister. She told him that her husband was very cruel to her and always 
beat her when he came home. Now the brother told her to go in to her 
husband as before and say nothing. The brother stood outside. When 
the man began to beat the woman he sprang into the lodge and struck 
down the cruel husband. Because he did this it has come to pass that 
cruel husbands are punished by their wife's relatives. 

As he continued on his way, he came at last to the camp of his people. 
His brothers lived here and also his father, who was now very old. They 
were all glad to see their long-lost brother, and the father was so glad 
that he died from the excitement. One day the young man went out to 
hunt and killed a great many buffalo. He killed so many that when 
the meat was piled up it looked like a hill. Then he returned to the 
camp, told his people to take their horses and go out for the meat. When 
they came to the place they found that birds and animals in great num- 
bers had come from every direction to eat the meat. When the people 
came up the animals fell upon them, and all the people were destroyed. 
This is why animals now eat the flesh of men. 

8. THE STONE BOY. 

Four brothers lived together in the same tipi. One day a strange wo- 
man came and stood outside. They sent the youngest brother out to 
see what it was that stood outside. The youngest brother went out to 
see, and came back with the information that a woman was standing 
there. Then the eldest brother said to the youngest, "Call her your 
sister and invite her inside." 

When she was invited she hesitated. She kept her face hidden in her 
robe. The brothers were cooking buffalo tongues for their meal. They 
gave some of these to the woman, but she turned her back while eating 
them so as not to show her face. After a while the three older brothers 
went out to hunt. The youngest brother was curious to see the face of 
the woman. So he went to the top of a high hill and sat down. Then he 
left his robe on the hill and changed himself into a bird. He flew to the 
tipi and sat upon the poles at the top. He began to sing and to peck upon 
a pole, looking down at the woman. Now she had her face exposed, and 
he saw that it was covered with hair. Spread out before her was a robe 
with a row of scalps half way around it. The woman heard the bird 
pecking on the poles above, and looking up said, "You bad bird, go 
away." 

Then she began to count the scalps in the row, and, talking to herself, 
said, "I will take the scalps of these four brothers and fill out this row 
with them in the order of their ages, beginning with the oldest." 

Now when the little bird heard this he returned to the hill, resumed 
his former shape, and waited for his three brothers. When he saw them 
coming he went out to meet them. He related what he had seen. Then 
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they planned to take a pack strap and boil it so as to make it weak and 
soft. When this was done they gave it to the woman and sent her out 
for wood. Now when the woman had gone they took up the bundle 
she had brought with her and in which she kept the robe with the scalps 
and tossed it into the fire. Then the brothers went away. 

The woman gathered together some wood, but every time she tried 
to tie it up with the pack strap the strap broke. At last she became 
very angry and said, "I will kill the brothers." So she returned to the 
tipi, but found the brothers gone and her bundle burned up. She Was 
very angry. She thrust her hands into the fire and pulled out the robe. 
Then she took up a large knife, tied an eagle feather on her hair, and 
started in pursuit of the brothers. As she was very swift, she soon over- 
took them, and, shaking the knife at them, said, "I will kill you." All 
of the brothers shot arrows at her, but could not hit her. She came up, 
knocked down the oldest, then the second in order, and then the third. 
The youngest brother stood far off, with a bow and arrows in his hands. 
The woman ran at him, but a crow that was flying around over his 
head said, "Young man shoot her in the head where the feather is." 
The young man did as directed, and killed the woman. He beheaded 
her and buried the body. Then he made a fire, heated some stones, and 
made a sweat house. When this was done, he dragged his three dead 
brothers into the sweat house, where he began to sing a song and beat 
with a rattle. Then he poured water upon the heated stones, and as the 
steam began to rise one of the brothers began to sigh. Then all of them 
sighed. When the youngest brother poured more water upon the stones, 
the three brothers came to fife again. They all returned to their tipi. 

One day another young woman came and stood outside of the tipi 
as before. The youngest brother looked out and said, "My sister, come 
in." This woman did not hide her face. After a time she said, "Have 
you any brothers ? " The youngest brother told her that he had. 

The youngest brother cooked some buffalo tongues and gave one to 
the woman. She thanked him for this and they talked pleasantly to- 
gether. 

Now the brothers were out hunting for buffalo as before, and the 
youngest went out to the top of a high hill and left his robe, became a 
bird, and sat upon the poles on the top of the tipi. He pecked at the poles. 
The woman looked up and said, " Get away from here. You will spoil 
my brother's poles." Looking down the bird saw a row of moccasins 
laid out in front of the woman. She put her hand upon one pair saying 
to herself, "These are for the oldest." Then she took up another pair, 
saying, "These are for the next of age." So she went on until all were 
provided for. Then the bird flew back to the hill and became a boy 
again. When he met his brothers, he related to them what he had seen. 
They were all happy. They had as much buffalo meat as they could 
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carry, and when they came into the tipi the woman said, " Oh my, you 
are good." At once she began to dry and cook meat. 

One day the oldest brother went out to hunt, but did not return. 
The following day the next in order of age went out to search for him, 
but he never came back. Then the next went out, but he also failed to 
come back. Then the youngest went out to look for his brothers, and as 
he did not come back the woman began to cry. She went out to the top 
of a hill and found a nice smooth round pebble there. So she slept at 
that place one night and then swallowed the pebble. When she reached 
the tipi her abdomen had become very much distended. After a little 
while she gave birth to a child. It was a boy. 

As this boy grew up he was always wanting a bow and arrows. And 
when he got them he was always shooting at birds and small animals. 
At last he became a tall man. Some of his uncles' arrows were still in 
the tipi, and one day, as he took them down, his mother related the fate 
of his four uncles. When the young man heard this story he said to his 
mother, "I shall find them." 

"No, you are too young," said his mother. 

" No, I am old enough, " said the young man. 

So the young man started out to search for his uncles. After a time 
he came to a high hill, from the top of which he saw a little old tipi. He 
went up to it and looked in at the door. He saw a very old woman in- 
side. When the old woman saw him she said, " Come in, my grandchild; 
come in and break my ribs." 

As the young man entered, the old woman stooped over toward the 
ground, and the young man kicked her with his foot until all her ribs 
were broken. At last, as he kicked, one of the ribs turned inward and 
pierced the old woman's heart. This killed her. Looking around inside 
the tipi, the young man saw the skeletons of many people. These were 
killed when breaking the old woman's ribs, because the last rib when 
broken turned outward and pierced the heart of the kicker. But this 
young man, who was called the Stone Boy, could not be killed in that 
way. 

Among the skeletons in the tipi were those of the four uncles of the 
Stone Boy. He looked over the bones, then went outside, made a sweat 
house, and heated some stones. Then he took the bones into the sweat 
house, sang some songs, and beat with a rattle as his uncle had done. 
When he poured water on the stones and the steam began to rise, the 
dead all came to life. The Stone Boy addressed his uncles and said to 
them, "You are my four uncles who went away and never came back. 
Now I shall take you home with me." 

One day Stone Boy said to his mother, "I am going out in this direc- 
tion" (pointing to the left). 

" No," said she, " you must not go that way, for it is dangerous." 
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"Yes, but I am going that way," said he. This was in the winter. 
He came to a very high hill where four girls were sliding down on the 
snow. "Come chase us," said they. Stone Boy sat down behind them 
on the piece of raw hide they were sliding with. At the bottom of the 
hill they ran against a bank and Stone Boy bumped the girls so hard 
that they were killed. Then he went home. 

After a time he went out on another journey, and saw an old buffalo 
bull hooking at a rock. Stone Boy stood watching him for a while and 
then said, " What are you doing there ? " 

The buffalo replied: "A man named Stone Boy killed four girls. 
These girls were four white buffalo, and now all the buffalo are hunting 
for Stone Boy. So I am practising my horns on this rock, because Stone 
Boy is very hard to kill. When winter comes, we shall go out to hunt 
for Stone Boy." 

"I am the one you are looking for," said Stone Boy to the buffalo, as 
he shot an arrow into his heart. 

Then Stone Boy went home, and told his four uncles that they should 
gather together a lot of brush, because the buffalo were coming, and 
they would cover the earth. With the brush they built four fences around 
their dpi. Then the buffalo came. Stone Boy and his uncles shot down 
many of them with their arrows, but the buffalo tore down one fence 
after the other until just one remained. But so many buffalo had been 
killed by this time that the leader of the herd called the others away, and 
Stone Boy and his uncles were left to live in peace. 

9. THE MEDICINE PIPE. 

On the Cheyenne River Agency there is a medicine pipe. Once long 
ago there was a camp of the Sioux. This was at the time when they had 
no horses. It was in the winter. Two men were sent out of the camp to 
scout for buffalo. They went up on a high hill, and when they looked 
over they saw some one coming down from another hill near by. The 
person was dressed in red. As the men were looking they saw that this 
person was carrying something in its arms. One of the men said to the 
other, " I believe it is a woman. Let us capture her." When she came 
near they saw that she was very handsome; that her dress, leggings, 
moccasins were all in red. One of the men ran out to meet her, and 
taking hold of her was about to throw her on the ground, when she said, 
"Wait a moment until I put this pipe down on the ground." It was the 
medicine pipe which she carried. When the woman had put the pipe 
down, the man threw her on the ground and began to pull up her dress. 
The other man remained standing upon the hill, because he looked 
upon the woman as medicine. He saw something come down from the 
sky that looked like a snake. It remained there a while then went back 
up again. Then he saw the woman rise from the ground, and beside 
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her lay the skeleton of a man. That was all that was left of his com- 
panion. 

The woman took up the pipe, and came toward the man upon the 
hill, and as she approached him she said, " I bring you this pipe. It is a 
calf pipe. I bring it to you because your people are starving. This pipe 
will bring you many buffalo. You go back to your people and tell them 
about it. In the centre of the camp you are to make a large tipi, and 
when this is done I will come there." 

The man ran back to the camp and told the people what the woman 
had said, relating to them the things that had passed. The people were 
very sorry and much ashamed of the conduct of the man who had be- 
come a skeleton. They made the tipi in the middle of the camp as 
directed. When it was completed, all the good men of the tribe were 
invited to come in, and while they were sitting there the woman came. 
Now at this time there was a great famine among the people. The 
woman talked to the men and told them how they should live. When 
she had finished, she requested that they send two good runners to the 
top of the nearest hill to look for buffalo. She requested the people of 
the camp to get ready for the hunt and wait. She told them they were 
not to kill buffalo until they came into the buffalo drive, because enemies 
would follow after the buffalo. 

The people did as directed. 

Presently the two men who had gone out on the hill to look for 
buffalo were seen running toward the buffalo drive with the whole herd 
at their heels. When the herd dashed into the drive, the people fell upon 
them and killed a great many. While they were doing this, the enemies 
who had been pursuing the herd dashed into the drive and met a like 
fate. 

After this the woman gave the people the medicine pipe, which they 
now have. This pipe had the stem covered with red calfskin. Upon 
the bowl of the pipe was carved the image of the buffalo calf. Then, 
according to the woman's directions, they cut hair from the enemies 
and tied it in bunches to the stem of the pipe. When this was done, she 
directed them to bring in the scalps of their enemies and celebrate the 
victory dance, eating the meat of the buffalo. 

The woman said, " I shall be here four days, and then go away." At 
the end of that time she requested all of them to take a good look at her. 
While they were looking she suddenly disappeared. 

This pipe is sometimes called the white robe. Sometimes it is called 
the bowl or shell. This pipe had the power to do many things, and 
several ceremonies are supposed to have come from it. 
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IO. THE MEDICINE BOW. 

Once there was a poor boy. When he was about eighteen years old 
he went out with a war party to look for enemies. They travelled many 
days, until the boy's moccasins were all worn out. His companions 
advised him to go back. One of the party took pity on him and made 
him two pairs of moccasins from some raw hide he happened to have. 
Then the boy started home again. When the sun was almost down he 
came to the edge of a river. It began to thunder and rain. A storm 
came up and it rained very hard. The boy was greatly frightened and 
began to cry. He sought shelter behind a large tree. Soon it began to 
hail, and it was a very bad storm. 

After a while the boy heard a voice from above. Some one said, " You 
are having a hard time all around. I shall be your friend." All this time 
the lightning was flashing around. The boy rose up toward the thunder 
and was given a white horse. Then he rode along in the lead of the 
thunder. The rain and the lightning was moving in the direction of his 
home. After a while the horse brought the young man to a point just 
above his camp. They were still in the land of the thunder. (The boy 
got the bow while up in the sky.) The storm stopped at this place until 
morning. 

While the boy was in the sky, the lightning told him to take the bow, 
and, turning to his left, circle the camp and go out to the top of a hill and 
wait there. Then the thunder let him down to the ground and he did as 
he had been told. Before letting him down, the thunder told him also 
that a man would come to him and instruct him how to make a lodge 
for himself out in a lonely place where there were no people. The door 
of this lodge was to be toward the west, and a pole should be put up at 
the side of the tent upon which the medicine bow was to be hung. 
Then he should call in four old men to take part in the ceremony. 

He did all this. While the four men were standing in the lodge, the 
young man came in and directed them to make a sweat house in each 
of the four directions from the lodge. When these were ready, the young 
man sent word to the camp, inviting all who wished to come down and 
enter the sweat house. When all was ready, the young man painted the 
four men all over with red and directed each to go to one of the four 
sweat houses. Then the people who wanted to come down divided 
themselves into four parties, each entering one of the sweat houses. The 
young man went into one of them also. When the ceremony was over 
and they had returned to the lodge, the young man took his medicine 
bow, which had been given him by the thunder, and, calling in an assist- 
ant, directed him to set up a mark toward the west, one toward the 
north, one toward the east, and one toward the south. They were to 
run to these marks. Each of the four men had a stick. Then, with the 
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young man running in the lead, the four men ran first to the mark on 
the west and struck it with their sticks; then to the north; then to the 
east; then to the south. Each time as they struck a mark with their 
sticks, they said, "Now we kill the enemy." They did all this without 
stopping, and, continuing to run, they circled the lodge once for each of 
the four directions and entered. Sage grass was scattered around the 
inside of the lodge. 

The young man said to his assistant, " Go out and cut me four willow 
sticks." 

When the sticks were brought in, the young man gave one to each of 
the four men, directing them to peel off the bark and scrape the stick 
smooth. In this way they made them exactly like the medicine bow. 
When this was done, the young man tied strips of rabbit skins to the 
wrist of each of the four men. He hung feathers around their necks. 
He tied bands, worked in porcupine quills, around their heads, and stuck 
an eagle feather in front pointing toward the left. Then the young 
man painted their faces black, to represent the power of the thunder, 
and made crooked lines on their arms and legs with the same color to 
represent the lightning. "That is all," said he. " I came with the light- 
ning. I was told to do this in this way." 

Then the young man led the whole party out to war. As they were 
going along on the warpath they came to a single white horse, standing 
ready to ride. " That is my horse," said the young man. "It was given 
to me by the thunder." He had told his people before starting that they 
would see a white horse sent down by the thunder. 

As they went on, they came in sight of a band of black men. These 
were the enemies they sought. They charged upon them. The thunder 
had told the young man that he would never be hit in battle. So he 
rushed into fight, carrying the medicine bow in his hands, and all the 
enemies were killed. Then the party returned to the camp. They had 
gone out to the west. As soon as they came back they went out to the 
north. Again they met a party of enemies and killed all of them. Then 
they returned and went out from the camp to the east. Here, again, 
they destroyed a party of enemies. Then they went out to the south and 
did likewise. 

The medicine bow gave these people the power to win victories, and 
to capture many horses. It also had the power to prevent them being 
wounded. After a time all these men died, and then whoever carried 
the medicine bow would be safe in battle. When a man wished to have 
a medicine bow, he would make gifts of horses to some good man, who 
would make the bow for him. No man who owned the medicine bow 
was ever hurt in battle. None of them were even wounded. 

The real medicine bow was owned by the young man. When he was 
very old, a great thunder-storm came up one day and carried the bow 
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back to the sky. The other bows used by the people were made after 
the pattern of those owned by the four men. 

All this happened many, many years ago. The medicine bow has 
been dreamed about by many men since. It has always shown the 
same power. 

Clark Wissler. 
American Museum of Natural History, 
New York. 



